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“Moreover, the assessment must be conducted in a scientific, safe, child and 
gender-sensitive manner, avoiding any risk of violation of the physical integrity 
of the child”. 
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“Yet the Bush Administration’s INS Commissioner acknowledged the 
controversy surrounding the exams; in early 2002, he announced that the agency 
was reviewing the age assessment policy. Because of the variability of these 
exams, both the US State Department and the Health and Human Services 
Department have stopped using the exams”. 
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From Persecution to Prison: The Health Consequences of Detention for Asylum Seekers, 

June 2003, p. 133. 
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http://www.physiciansforhumanrights.org/library/documents/reports/report-perstoprison-

2003.pdf 
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“In fact the standard deviation in these tests could be as much as three years – a 
very large margin of error, particularly given the attempt to distinguish whether 
an individual is a minor or an adult… The Radiographic Atlas of Skeletal 
Development of the Hand and Wrist, the most commonly used bone age standards 
in the United States, was not designed to determine chronological age… [W]e 
believe that it is irresponsible and unproductive to rely on a fundamentally flawed 
technique in doing so. We recommend that US authorities not rely on dental and 
bone age testing practices, particularly not as the sole form of determination, but 
preferably not at all”. 
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“I appreciate the desire to give some objectivity to the resolution of certain age 
claims in the absence of thorough documentation. However, a fundamental 
concept is being ignored in the current INS approach to age testing: chronological 
age, dental age and skeletal (bone) age are not necessarily the same in a given 
individual. In fact, deviation among these three “ages” is common and well 
appreciated as in pediatric and dental practice. Discrepancies among thee ages 
can amount to as much as five years… It is also important to note that the Atlas 
was based on data for white North American children. Applying these standards 
to children of other colors and from other regions of the world compounds the 
fundamental error.” 
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“Physicians and dentists who participate in assigning chronological age based on 
developmental tests, well-intentioned or not, are using a pretense to lend scientific 



 16

legitimacy to administrative decisions. The margin of error in correlating bone, 
dental and chronological age is too great to permit reasonable conclusions and 
physical development literature makes this point over and over.” 
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“In 1996, The Royal College of Radiologists gave useful advice to his members 
about the use of X-rays in the assessment of age. They advised that if an 
immigration official requests an applicant to have a radiograph obtained to confirm 
their alleged chronological age, the College would regard it as unjustified”. 
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http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/publications/past_publications/refugee.pdf 
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“It is inappropriate for X-rays to be used merely to assist in age determination for 
immigration purposes. Under no circumstances should a caseworker suggest that 
an applicant should have X-rays taken for this purpose”. 
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“If the Home Office has any doubt it is required to refer to social services for a 
detailed age assessment. Social services have the right to override a decision made 
by Immigration officers.” 
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http://www.coe.int/t/f/coh%E9sion_sociale/migrations/Source/MG-

RCONF_2005_5_Report_UK_en.pdf 
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http://www.coe.int/t/f/coh%E9sion_sociale/migrations/Source/MG-

RCONF_2005_4_Report_Switzerland_en.pdf 
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“Diamant-Berger stresses that the study does not relate to differences in evaluation 
in particular, not even to interracial differences”. 
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http://www.ark-cra.ch/emark/2000/19.htm 
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“The limited knowledge apparently available about bone age in cultures other than 
“European” is also highlighted by the Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee 
of the Parliament of the Common Wealth of Australia. The Committee furthermore 
reports evidence presented by the New South Wales Council for Civil Liberties 
stating that the “x-ray procedure itself is uncertain”: “We cannot be confident, it 
having been only tested on Caucasians in North America, that this process is any 
more certain than an appropriately qualified person giving an opinion based on 
other types of tests”. 
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“As regards bone and real age in general, Zink, Zink and Reinhardt found out that 
they only correspond in 20 to 30 % of the assessed cases.” 
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“Because of a high standard deviation of the results of age assessment and of 
radiation exposure, the hand X-ray is not used in Austria anymore”. 
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http://www.austria.iom.int/en/images/uploads/Resource%20Book%20on%20Good%20

Practices%20in%20Combating%20Child%20Trafficking_open%20version_04_04_06

_1144072046.pdf 

 

��, ��	�������������	"�	&����	��������	�	�
���	���

���	�	������
�
� ��	
��
����+���
��+�	��������
����

�	�����+���������+
������"�������
������	�	�
���������-

��,+���
�����

������	��������
�	�������+
�

��"���+��������	�	�
������+����

��+��
�
��+�
����+��
�
��+�	�������.
��
���+��
	�������+���/�

+�	��
����������	�&���+�
�����,+���
����������+
���
������	"
��+��������	��
�
���������"����	�


+���
��+�����	����������.�	-��+�����+��-
����	
���
���, 

�

�

�
�#
�
������
���������"���������
���

�

�#, ���	����
���
�������
�	
����	-�����������	��
�����������������
����
���	���
���	�
����	�	��	��

���	���������������+����	������������.�	-���+���	�
��+�"���"�����	�
	������ ���/��	�	������

����
�������	�	���&
�, 

 

�!,��/����!,A�,������������+�
����	���������

“Such identification measures include age assessment and should not only take 
into account the physical appearance of the individual, but also his or her 
psychological maturity.” 
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“Such an assessment should take into account not only the physical appearance of the 
child but also his/her psychological maturity.” 

	����

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/publ/opendoc.pdf?tbl=PUBL&id=3d4f91cf4 
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“in the event of remaining uncertainty, should accord the individual the 
benefit of the doubt such that if there is a possibility that the individual is a 
child, s/he should be treated as such.” 
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“In cases of doubt there should be a presumption that someone claiming to be 
less that 18 years of age, will provisionally treated as such.” 

 

	����

http://www.separated-children-europe-

programme.org/separated_children/good_practice/SGP_3ed_print.pdf 
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“The child should be given the benefit of the doubt if the exact age is uncertain.” 

 

($, ��+	�
����	����	�����
�������	
��$!,!$,$##���������

�����
�!��)���&����	+�
����*����+��&
�����


���������	���������

����+���
�	
���
�,�����+����������
�������	��	"��
���	�����������&�

��+	�
$',!$,$##�)�����&����	���*"�����	�����������

������	������������+	�
	����
��/�����	���������

$�,!$,$##�)�����&����	����*��
��&
���������������	-�������	����
��������&�
���
�
�����+��������


+����

���������	
-������&�����"
���	
���+��	-�����������	�	����	�	�&���-���� �	�	�����
�	
	

+�	��"�������������	-�����+	�
�����������+����

	���	-�
��+�
���
�� +
���+���
���/�
�����	�	�&�,

.��&����������������

������	����
��������	�
��	-��������"&�

��� ����������	
���
����������	�
	

�
������+�"
��
�����	����������	����
�	�	��"����&����"
��, 

 

(�, �������	���	����+	���0�-�
������	
���	
���	�������������
������

����
�������+��	���	����������	�����	���

��+��	-���+���"�)���	���
���������������+�-�
���+���	�
��+����

������
���	��	������������ �
������


+���"���,*�����+����+����

������+��
�
����	�������	
����
��	�-�
���������	��
���������+�"����

��
�����
����-�
���	����
�����,
���������+�	�	��������

��	���������	�����!�����������
�����	��

	�����	
�

���	����������

+������������������	���	�	�
����	�	��
		�
��������"���	�	� 
��������
�
��


��������������

������	�	��"���
��������	"��
����������
����
	����	�������	��������0������+	�������	����

	���
����������
�����������	���
�����������
�	�
�
	����
�� /���,�����+�������������

��	
-�����
	�


��+����

�������	-
����	��
���+���	�
	����	
�
���	����
��+-����+���	����"���	�	�
���	�
��	��	�	��

+������������������	���	�	�
	���&���
����+����
������+��	-�
������	�"&�

�����������/����	�������

.���.�	-�
�
��, 

�

�

�

 



 23

(',���	������	������	
�
����	���������
��������	"��
�������"��� �"&�

���������������	
�
�������	��


�����	�	
�	
���	�����������	�
�,�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
������	���	���  $,!,$##� 

������

��    

�


